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THE PURPOSE OF THE SOCIETY 


1. To advance science and scien¬ 
tific study of nature. 

2. To foster and stimulate in¬ 
terest in the conservation of wild 
life. 

3. To maintain a permanent 
Zoological Exhibit in San Diego. 

4. To stimulate public interest 
in the building and maintenance of 


a Zoological Hospital. 

5. To provide for the delivery 
of lectures, exhibition of pictures 
and publication of literature deal¬ 
ing with natural history and 
science. 

6. To operate a society for the 
mutual benefit of its members for 
non-lucrative purposes. 


PRIVILEGES OF MEMBERSHIP 

1. Membership entitles you, your family and your friends to free ad¬ 
mission to all exhibits of the Zoological Society. 

2. Membership entitles you to attend all meetings of the Zoological 
Society, and to have a voice in such meetings. 

3. Membership entitles you to hold office in the Society. 

4. Your membership in the Society helps to support the greatest single 
educational and recreational feature in the community. 

5. Your membership allows the Society to continue to grow and main¬ 
tain its place as one of the largest in the world and the largest in 

the west. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP $5.00 LIFE MEMBERSHIP $300.00 

SUSTAINING AND CLUB MEMBERSHIP $25.00 
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THE JUNIOR ZOO AND CHILDREN’S CENTER 

Because the subject of the ownership of the building familiarly known 
as the O’Rourke Building which was planned for the headquarters of the 
Junior Zoological Society is of vital importance to every member of the 
Zoological Society, we feel that a statement of the real issues should be 
put into the hands of every member for their information and use. While 
is is not expedient nor in keeping with the spirit and dignity of the 
Zoological Society to enter upon a campaign of propaganda and personal 
subsidy such as is being waged by the officers of the O’Rourke Society 
in their effort to create sympathy for themselves and animosity toward 
the zoo, it is the right of every member of the society to know at first 
hand the true facts and motives which have made necessary the uncom¬ 
promising stand of the Board of Directors of the Society. 

Nor shall we in this article, go into the merits of the O’Rourke Insti¬ 
tute as an educational factor in the community for anyone sufficiently 
interested may make his own observations, although their proudly pub¬ 
lished boast of thirteen pupils after two years actually active and widely 
advertised operation speaks eloquently of their potence in the community. 
This side of the question does not and should not enter into it in any way. 
The City attorney and other city officials who have gone into the matter 
carefully and examined all of the documentary proof submitted by both 
sides have ruled that the building is the property of the city park depart¬ 
ment and the jurisdiction belongs to the Zoological Society. 

This decision handed down by former City Attorney Higgins was in 
brief: This section of Balboa Park, under an agreement whch was legal 
and is still in force, was set aside for a Zoological Garden and its control 
put into the hands of the Zoological Society for that purpose. So long 
as this agreement is in force everything which is put into this section 
shall be under control of the said society. This building was bought by 
the Society and moved to this section of the park with funds donated to 
the Society by Mrs. O’Rourke for that specific purpose and no other. It 
was thus moved with the consent of the Board of Park Commissioners 
and therefore it does to that extent become the property of the Zoological 
Society so long as it has jurisdiction over this section of the park. Only 
with the consent of the society can anyone occupy or use this building; 
such consent has never been asked by nor given to the O’Rourke Institute. 
Therefore the City Attorney directed the Council to order the Board of 
Park Commissioners to return the Building to the Zoological Society. 
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CLASS OF MEXICAN CHILDREN—OLD TOWN SCHOOL 

There is, however, another side to the controversy which cannot be 
delt with under the cold provisions of the legal procedure and this ques¬ 
tion has in no way been touched by the opinions rendered and the actions 
based upon these opinions; so it is upon this side of the question that we 
wish to dwell more at length in this account. 

The Zoological Society was first organized by a group of five men who 
were drawn together not by their desire to start a place of amusement 
but by their mutual interest in nature, science and the preservation of 
wild life. They had a common desire to interest others in these hobbies 
of their own and they first met in answer to a brief request put into the 
San Diego Union by Dr. Wegeforth, who was directly inspired to this 
act by the interest he felt in the group of animals then confined in several 
parts of Balboa Park. These men considered the formation of a scienti¬ 
fic society from several different angles and laid out a statement of the 
aims of such a society to embrace to a large extent all of their ideals. 
Chief among them was to encourage a love for and knowledge of nature, 
especially among the children of this community. The practical sug¬ 
gestion finally adopted to promote this love and study of nature was 
suggested in January, 1917, by the late W. H. Porterfield and consisted 
of the organization of a junior membership which should be devoted to 
the study of nature and wild life. It was incorporated into the by-laws 
as adopted at the organization of the society and has continued from 
that time to be one great object in the development of the zoo, which 
was dedicated by its founders to the children of San Diego. And upon 
the interest that is thus created in some of these children perhaps may 
rest the maintenance of the zoological garden in the future. 
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In 1921, four years after the founding of the “Junior Zoo” and its est¬ 
ablished as the educational work of the zoo, Dr. W. H. Raymenton 
became interested in the zoo and was elected to its directorship, through 
the suggestion of Mr. Joseph Sefton, then a director. During the next 
four years he was active in the educational work and in the soliciting of 
funds for it. Among the donations he thus secured was that of Mrs. 
O’Rourke who in 1923, learning of the wonderful work being done in the 
educational department and the interest children were manifesting in 
nature study, gave to the society the cash with which it purchased the 
Nevada Building for class room work. 

It is not reasonable to assume that an organization which had the 
vision and idealism to create such a department as the Junior Zoo and 
to carry it to the point it had reached at that time, under the difficulties 
which the Zoological Society had encountered, was not capable of properly 
conducting it further if supplied with funds for the work. The donation 
of funds to an organization engaged in work of a public nature does not 
carry with it control of the activities of that organization. Such a con¬ 
dition would mean the death of any society. Any restrictions upon the 
use of such a gift can be binding only when mutually agreed upon at the 
time of the giving. If such restrictions were made at the time of this 
donation, none of the officials of the Zoological Society were cognizant of 
the fact, with the possible exception of Mr. O’Rourke and Dr. Raymenton 
who did not convey such knowledge to the Board of Directors of which 
both were members, nor were they announced by Mr. O’Rourke at the 
meeting of the directors where he announced the gift of the building and 
the work for which it was intended. 

Dr. Raymenton was appointed to the head of the Junior Zoological 
Society by the Board of Directors of the Zoological Society in 1923, and 
he accepted this appointment with the knowledge that it was considered 
one of the most important of the society’s activities, for publicly he 
concurred in this opinion. During the next two years he widely adver¬ 
tised his connection with the Society in the capacty of Educator, not only 
locally but throughout the east, seeking to attain wide publicity for him¬ 
self and the work. Endorsements of the work which he has proudly 
published so often in the local papers were secured at this time, and they 
endorsed his plan as the work of the Zoological Society, some of these 
endorsees being ignorant that it is still not a part of our program. His plan 
to seize the organization and exploit it as his own began during the year 
of 1925, for it was during this period that the work under his direction 
became so dilatory and unsatisfactory from an educational standpoint 
that further cooperation between the Junior Zoo and the public schools 
could not be expected. The nature department of the city schools does 
not at present, and never has since the incorporation of the institute, use 
the building or the organization in any official way. But the Visual Ed¬ 
ucation and Nature Study Departments as well as higher science classes 
are waiting impatiently until such time as it may come into the control 
of the Zoological Society so that they may establish themselves there to 
use to the fullest extent the material provided by the Zoological Garden. 
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Upon the failure of the Board of Directors, of whom Mr. O’Rourke was 
a member, to reappoint Dr. Raymenton to the head of the Educational 
committee, his plans to separate the junior and senior branches of the 
Society became public. He had declared in writing as late as December, 
1925, that he had no intention of bringing about a division in the Society 
but that he was doing everything in his power to further the work of 
the Society and affirmed his personal loyalty to the Zoological Society 
and its president. Yet in January the fact that this branch of the society 
had been incorporated as an independent organization without the know¬ 
ledge or consent of the officers or members of the society was published 
in the local papers. Dr. Raymenton, who had been given permission as 
Educator to live in the building, which had an apartment for such pur¬ 
pose, was in possession, and only through action of a legal nature could 
he be dislodged. 

This seizure of the educational department, however, wcs only tempor¬ 
ary setback to the Society’s work, for under the able committee ap¬ 
pointed in January, 1925, the work was soon again under way insofar as 
it consisted of bringing school classes into the garden. In spite of the 
fact that the work must all be done out of doors and cannot be followed 
up with the lectures or pictures, over 10,000 children were brought to 
the Zoo in classes during the last term. 



CLASS FROM PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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It is the ultimate effect of the confiscation by a private individual of 
part of the Society’s territory and one of its buildings which constitutes 
the great menance to the Society’s welfare. The first and possibly most 
important consequence of such confiscation is financial. The Zoo has 
grown to such a size and has become such an important part of the com¬ 
munity that it cannot longer be dependent for its existence upon an un¬ 
certain income. The City and County of San Diego are setting aside as 
much tax money for maintenance as can be counted upon for some time 
to come, and this constituted a total of $29,210.00 for the year 1927. The 
operating cost for the period was $74,969.18. This allows for no capital 
outlay, nor purchase of new specimens. No zoo can live without these 
items. The Zoological Society decided, as the New York Zoo and others 
facing a similar situation several years ago had done, that the only solu¬ 
tion was an endowment fund. Plans for raising such a fund were being 
laid when the question of the right of tenure of the property arose. It 
was immediately referred to the City Attorney, now Judge Higgins, 
who took much time in forming his opinion. This opinion we have pre¬ 
viously given. 

The officers of the Zoological Society cannot honorably seek endowment 
for an institution whose future is so uncertain, nor would any sensible 
person, no matter how interested or anxious to help, be willing to invest 
any amount of money in such an organization. They would and should 
demand a fairly safe guarantee that the gift they are making to the 
public good cannot be diverted by the personal ambition of any self- 
seeking individual who happens to covet it. 

The public of San Diego has always come forward with its support 
whenever it learned that the Zoological Garden was threatened. We be¬ 
lieve that it would in this instance. But the affair has intentionally been 
given the air of a personal controversy by the O’Rourke’s, therefore the 
people of San Diego have not recognized the serious situation nor its far 
reaching scope. It is not and never has been a personal fight. The 
Board of Directors with whom you are all familiar have been unanimous 
upon every movement and action. They have carefully considered every 
phase of the situation and so serious do they consider the affair that 
without the knowledge or consent of the president the entire Board ap¬ 
peared before the City Council recently to ask that immediate action be 
taken. It remains for the membership to be made fully cognizant of the 
situation and if through their knowledge the true state of affairs can be 
put before the public the result will surely be that intense interest in the 
situation will be aroused and proper agitation from the right source be 
forthcoming. There are few if any loyal San Diegans who would be 
willing to see the zoo abandoned or sink into stagnation through the 
hostile efforts of one or two disgruntled persons who found that having 
no practical experience nor proper conception of its ideals they were un¬ 
able to control its destinies or outline its policies even by donating to its 
funds. The zoo did not spring full grown into being. It has had a labor¬ 
ious, tedious and many times a most discouraging struggle to live and 
grow. Its success is directly due to the efforts of one man who has b°en 
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successful because he has had the power to interest others in his ideals, 
the determination to carry on in spite of what would seem to others in¬ 
surmountable difficulties, and the courage to fight for its development, 
Dr. Harry M. Wegeforth. 

Even had Mrs. O’Rourke donated all the funds for the building, the 
Zoological Society could not give its consent to its being occupied by the 
Institute for several reasons. Chief among them is the agitation against 
the zoo constantly going on as the result of the secret machinations of 
the persons in charge of the Institute. Even the loyalty of the em¬ 
ployees of the zoo is constantly being menanced by this agitation, and con¬ 
stant attempts to injure the zoo and discredit its management are being 
made. Positive proof of this is not lacking. A few days before the in¬ 
structor of the institute, Frank Gander, left for Florida last winter, 
thinking his connection with the institue was severed permanently, he 
volunteered the information to zoo employees when encountered in the 
grounds, that he had been ordered by Mr. O’Rourke to make an exhaus¬ 
tive search of the zoo and report anything that he found that could pos¬ 
sibly be open to criticism. In the course of the conversation he admitted 
that he had never seen the zoo look so well nor the animals in such good 
condition, adding that he feared “Mr. O’Rourke would find nothing he 
could use to injure the zoo or Dr. Wegeforth in the report” he would 
make. 

Dr. Wegeforth on his own initiative and at the request of the Board 
of Directors has made overtures of friendship, both before and since the 
incorporation of the institute. Other members of the Board working as 
committees have also signally failed to even so much as secure appoint¬ 
ments with Mrs. O’Rourke to discuss reconciliation. During the first 
seven or eight months after the seizure of the educational branch of the 
work by the institute Mr. O’Rourke was a member of the Board of Dir¬ 
ectors of the Zoological Society and during this period though he pro¬ 
fessed to be in ignorance of any reason for the division he repeatedly 
expressed confidence in his ability to adjust the difficulty, which he laid 
directly to the underhand dealings of Dr. Raymenton. 

Petitions, calculated to injure the zoo by demanding the opening of the 
gates free have been circulated by persons who admitted they had no 
interest in the matter except the compensation of ten cents a name which 
they received from the Institute. Being ignorant of the organization 
and business management of the zoological garden they were ignorant 
of the fact that only the act of the Zoological Society itself could bring 
about such changes. The Zoological Society is financially responsible 
for maintaining a zoo in the section of Balboa Park set aside for that 
purpose and put under the control of the society. That the tax payers 
of the community have chosen to assit it to the extent of 2 cents on every 
hundred dollars of assessed valuation speaks well for the exhibition which 
has been collected and installed in the park. Of all the societies operat¬ 
ing in the confines of Balboa Park the zoological society is the only one 
which can be considered a true park function and is the only one which 
does not draw from the funds voted by the people to maintain and im- 
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prove Balboa Park for it is the only one which went before the people 
or the council and secured the money as an addition to the regular park 
funds. It is also the only one which puts back into the park the money 
thus derived from taxation in the form of permanent park improvements. 
In addition the Zoological Society spends thousands of dollars it raises 
from other sources in improvements to the public property of the park. 

The people of San Diego who are interested in the community welfare, 
who appreciate the value of the park and the zoo as an asset, who know 
that the zoo is the one big attraction of which San Diego can boast over 
every other city of the West have always supported the zoo in every 
crisis and we feel that we can safely leave to their judgement the ques¬ 
tion of ownership of this building whether upon the legal right of owner¬ 
ship, the relative merits of the institution or their comparative import¬ 
ance to the city. 



“MAGGIE” IS ONLY TWO BUT IS LEARNING TO DO MANY TRICKS 





















10 


1928 


Z 0 0 N 0 0 Z 


OUR EASTERN GUESTS 

Just as we go to press the convention of the National Association of 
Park Executives and the American Association of Zoological Parks and 
Aquariums is being held in Los Angeles. We regret that some of the 
directors of Zoological Gardens and some of the members of the associa¬ 
tion were unable to attend, for we had hoped to have them all at San 
Diego either at the beginning or the close of the convention. Many of 
those unable to come wrote to the Zoological Garden here expressing 
their regret at missing the opportunity of visiting the San Diego zoo, as 
that would have been the real object in attending the convention. 

Dr. Mann of the National Zoological Park at Washington, D. C. writes: 
“When I do come to California I hope to spend a great deal of time in 
Your zoo, from which I hear nothing but the most enthusiastic reports.” 

Our next issue will give an account of the convention now in session, 
but we have been privileged to entertain some of these distinguished 
“Zoo Men” before the opening of the convention, among whom were Mr. 
Ed Bean, Director of the Chicago Zoological Park, Mr. Heller, Director 
of Washington Park Zoo at Milwaukee, Mr. Millan, Director of the new 
Zoological Garden at Detroit. Their comments upon the zoo and the 
condition of its animals were most flattering, especially did they express 
amazement at what had been accomplished in so short a period with such 
a limited expenditure of money, for these men from the east speak only 
in terms of millions for construction and hundreds of thousands of dollars 
for maintenance. 

One of tht visitors to the San Diego zoo whom it was our delight to 
entertain was Dr. W. Reid Blair, Director of the largest zoo in the west¬ 
ern hemisphere, the New York Zoological Park which is under the direc¬ 
tion of the New York Zoological Society. It was Dr. Blair’s first visit 
to the San Diego Zoological Garden and he was greatly impressed with 
the entire park and community, but naturally he was more vitally in¬ 
terested in the zoo than anything else. His letter to Dr. Wegeforth upon 
his return to New York is of such a nature that it is in reality a letter 
to the Zoological Society and as such we are printing it in this issue of 
the ZOONOOZ in order that it may be in the hands of every member of 
the Society. 

Dear Dr. Wegeforth: 

Ever since I returned from California I have intended writing 
you in order to tell you how much I enjoyed the visit to your Zoo¬ 
logical Park, but the pressure of accumulated duties has prevented 
my doing so until now. 

Your Society was indeed fortunate in being able to acquire 
such a splendid location for your Zoological Park and the ideal 
climate of San Diego is well suited to development along the lines 
of the more advanced treatment by open air installations for the 
exhibition of captive wild animals. I had heard many compliment¬ 
ary things said about your institution, but I must confess that I 
was agreeably surprised to note what progress you had made in 
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the short time in which your society has had control of the park. 
Ten years is none too long to establish a good zoological collection, 
but in a little more than half that time you have accomplished a 
great deal and have already one of the most interesting zoos in the 

country. j , 

I was especially pleased with your treatment of the bear dens 

and the seal and sea lion installations. Your zoological research 
building is ideal and I trust you will receive adequate support m 
carrying out researches there which will not only be of benefit to 
your animals but cannot fail to be of great scientific value as well. 
If you could obtain funds for the investigation of the cause of the 
death of the Elephant seals it might throw some light upon the 
disappearance of these interesting sea mammals. 

Our Society is very much pleased with the cooperation you 
have manifested in the work of establishing the colony of Gala¬ 
pagos tortoises recently deposited in Balboa Park by Dr. Townsend. 
Scientific observation of these tortoises will give us definite infor¬ 
mation as to the natural history of these interesting creatures. 

I am planning to send you, just as soon as our collection will 
permit a pair of Barasingha deer to add to your interesting group 
of deer. 

With kindest regards and best wishes for the future, I am 
Sincerely yours, 

(Signed) W. Reid Blair, Director. 



Open air installation of San Diego Zoo. 
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CALIFORNIA SEALIONS 

Acclimated On Feed 

FOR SALE or TRADE 

Medium $100.00 Large $150.00 

Crated, F. O. B. San Diego 
Light crates. Safe arrival guaranteed. 

PACIFIC COAST SHORE BIRDS 

For Sale 

WHITE PELICANS 

$20.00 each 





























